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in strengthening, in restoring the plundered and dese-
crated churches of the two apostles, and adorning Eome,
The succession to Leo IV. was contested between Bene-
dict III., who commanded the suffrages of the    ^
clergy and people, and Anastasius, who, at the    AJX 855*
head of an armed faction, seized the Lateran, stripped
Benedict of his pontifical robes, and awaited the confir-
mation of his violent usurpation by the Imperial Le-
gates, whose influence he thought that he had secured.
But these Commissioners, after strict investigation, de-
cided in favour of Benedict.   Anastasius was expelled
with disgrace from the Lateran, his rival con-
secrated in  the presence of the Emperor's
representatives.   Anastasius, with unwonted mercy, was
only degraded to lay communion.

The pontificate of Benedict III. is memorable chiefly
for the commencement of the long strife between Igna-
tius and Photius for the see of Constantinople. This
strife ended in the permanent schism between the
Eastern and Western Churches.